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IN TU£ CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims to be in the form as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for dynamically filtering the content of a multimedia 

program in real time on a segment- by- segment basis responsive to a filter criteria, comprising: 
splitting the mullimedia program into a plurality of multhncdi a components 
extmcting audio, video, and transcript features from segments within oomprioing the 

multimedia components p p o g xam : 

gen^ting a numeric ranking for the filter criteria for each of the segments; and 
when the respective numeric ranking for that segment exceeds a direshold, processing 

that segment to thereby eliminate material corresponding to the filter criteria. 

Claim 2 (original): The method as recited in claiml, wherein: 

the filter criteria corresponds to laoguagc included in tiic segment being processed; and 
the audio portion of the segment is modified during the processing step. 

Claim 3 (original): The method as recited in claim I » wherein: 

the filter criteria corresponds to an image included in the segment being processed; and 
the video portion of the segment is modified during the processing step. 

Claim 4 (original); The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein: 

the filter criteria corresponds to an image included in the segment being processed; and 
the entire segment is skipped during the processing step. 

Claim 5 (origina]): The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the numeric ranking is a weighted 
numeric ranking. 

Ckdm 6 (currently amended): The mettiod as recited in claim S 6, wherein each weighting factor 
employed in generating the weighted numeric ranking identifies a chajacterisllc of a respective 
viewer of the multimedia program. 
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Claini 7 (original): The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the numeric ranking for each 
segment is generated by comparing the content of each segment to the fihcr criteiia. 

Claim 8 (original): The method m recited in claim I3 further comprising: 

when the numeric rankings for proximate ones of the segments each exceed the threshold^ 

merging the proximate ones of the segments and any intervening segments to thereby produce a 

merged segment; and 

wherein die proces5;ing step comprises processing the merged segment to thereby 

eliminate material corresponding to the filter criteria. 

Claim 9 (original): The method as recited in claim 1, wherein: 
the filter criteria comprises first and second filter criteria; 

the generating step comprises generatirig first and second numeric rankings for respective 
first and sec<md filter criteria for each of the segments; 
the method comprising the further steps of: 

when the respective first mmieric ranking for that segment exceeds a first threshold, 
processing (hat segment lo thereby eliminate material corresponding to tiie first filter criteria; 

when the respective second numeric ranking for that segment exceeds a second threshold, 
processing that segment to thereby eliminate material corresponding to the second filter criteria - 

Claim 10 (original): The method recited in claun 9, wherein die first filter criteria is associated 
with a first passive user and wherein the second filter critma is associated with a second passive 

USCT, 

Claim 1 1 (original): The n^ethod as recited in claim 1 0, wherein: 
the first filter criteria comprises a first set of fdter criteria; 
the second fitter criteria comprises a second set of filter criteria; and 
the first set of filter criteria is a fnibset of the second set of filter criteria. 

Claim 12 (original): The nrcthod as recited in claim I , further comprising: 

providing training segments having content corresponding to the fitter criteria; ond 
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learning to identify content matching the filler criteria, 
wherein the learning step is pcrfoimed hy device. 

Claim 1 3 (original): The method as recited in claim 12, wherein the device comprises a software 
device* 

Claim 1 4 (original): The method as recited In claim 12, further comprisuig the steps of. 

reviewing results generated during performance of the extracting and generating steps; 

and 

providing feedback to the device corresponding to a review of the results by a controllmg 

user. 

Claim 1 5 (original): The metiiod as recited in claim t , wherein flic fikcr criteria is freely 
selectable from N pre-defined fitter criteria and M t^er-defined filter criteria^ where N and M are 
positive integers. 

Claim 16 (currently amended); A parental control system filtering objectionable material from a 
multimedia program in accordance with a filter criteria, comprising: 

a splitting mechanism that splits the multimedia program into a plurality of multimedia 
components: 

a transcript analysis module extractmg first audible features and text from a o e qu e no e of 
a e gmentfl inQhided 4B a transcript analysis y ^mpnTiRnt witliS?i the multimedia components 

a visual analysis module extracting video features from the s e qu e nce of segments 
inoludod in a visual analysis component within the multimedia components progmm; 

an audio analysis module extracting second audible features from the s e qu e nc e of 
r. e gm e ntD includ e d in an audio analysis component within the multimedia components progrom; 

an analyzer, which generates a nimieric ranking for each of the segments in response to 
extracted fcatmies and which generates a respective control signal when the numeric ranking 
exceeds a threshold; and 

a filter, which processes one of the segments of die muhimedia, program in respouse to a 
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received respective control signaL 

Claim 17 (original): The parental control system as lecited in claim 16, wherein the filter 
modifies one of the first and second audible featuies of the respective segment. 

Claim 1 8 (original): The parental control system as recited in claim 1 6, wherein the fdter 
modifies the video feamre of the respective segment. 

Claim 19 (original): The parental control system as recited in clain) 16, wherein the filter 
eliminates ihe respective segment Irom the fdtered multimedia program output by the pareirtal 
control system. 

Claim 20 (original): The parental control system as recited in claim 16, wherein: 
nimieric ranking is a weighted numeric ranking; 

the analyzer employs a weight factor in generating the weighted numeric factor, and 
the weighting factor corresponds to a characteristic of the intended viewer of Ac 
mukimedia program. 

Claim 21 (original): The parental control system as recited in claim 20. wherein the weighting 
factor is selectable from a plurality of weighting factors. 

Claim 22 (orighxal): The parental control system as recited in claim 1 6, fiirther comprismg a 
learning module, wherein selected ones of the first audible features and text extracted by the 
transcript analysis module, the video features extracted by tfic visual analysis module, the second 
audible features extracted by the audio analysis module and user data provided by a controlling 
user of the paraital control system are employed by the leanung module to generate die filter 
criteria, 

Claim 23 (original): The parental control system as recited in claim 22, whwein the learning 
module comprises a neural network. 
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Claim 24 (origmal); TTie parental control system as recited in ciaim 22, wherein the learning 
module instantiates a genetic algorithm. 



Claim 25 (original): A television set incorporating the parental control system as recited in claim 
16. 

Claim 26 (original): A settop box incorpoiating the parental control ^stem as recited in claim 
16. 

Claim 27 (original): A personal video recorder incorporating the parental control system as 
recited in claim 16. 

Claim 28 (original): A client software device incoiporating the parental control system as recited 
in claim 16. 
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